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 Town of Middlebury Planning Commission (MPC) 1 

Rotary Small Meeting Room, First Floor 2 

77 Main Street, Municipal Offices 3 

Minutes of April 26, 2018 4 

Draft 5 

 Members Present: Sarah Peluso, Chris Robbins, Barbara Saunders and Lucy Schumer  

Members Absent: Todd Desabrais, Sam Ostrow and Steve Terry 

Staff Present:   Jennifer Murray, Dave Wetmore 

Others Present: Fred Dunnington and Ross Conrad 

 6 

1. Call to Order:  Meeting began 12:00 pm. The meeting was held in the large conference room. 7 

Jen noted that Nancy’s term has ended and the Board will need to elect new chairperson. PC 8 

discussed options and plans to continue the discussion at their May 3rd meeting. Jen chaired 9 

the meeting for today.    10 

 11 

2. Public Comment and adjustments to agenda:  12 

Ross Conrad- Ross serves on the RPC and Middlebury’s Energy Committee. He spoke about 13 

developing a new more comprehensive enhanced Town Energy Plan which will provide more 14 

Town input throughout the Section 248 process. ACRPC has funds and resources and has 15 

assisted several Addison County communities to develop Town wide enhanced energy plans 16 

(EEP). More funds will become available in June. Ross suggests that PC seek some of these 17 

funds to assist Middlebury with developing our EEP.  18 

 19 

PC appointments- Chris Robbins was reappointed. Lucy Schumer was appointed to fill the 20 

vacancy created when Nancy did not seek reappointment.  Jen introduced and members 21 

welcomed Lucy to the Board. Lucy has been a resident of Middlebury since 1984. She has 22 

worked for Middlebury College, CCV and served on both the Mary Hogan and UD#3 School 23 

Boards. Recently, Lucy has been living in Japan. 24 

  25 

3. Minutes:   26 

4/5/2018 minutes- PC members reviewed the minutes and offered no comments or changes.  27 

 28 

4. Review letter of support for MRV (South Ridge) solar development project: 29 

Sarah disclosed her business connection to the South Ridge project. Jen explained what is 30 

being requested of the PC. Specifically that State law requires net metered solar development 31 

to be located on “preferred sites”, and MRV is asking the Planning Commission to endorse a 32 

letter to that effect. The existing solar array (500 kW) is on a lot largely out of sight of 33 

neighboring properties and the other 2 proposed arrays will be as well. All three lots 34 

designated for solar are adjacent to one another, with individual accesses. Chris points out 35 

that three adjacent small sites add up to the equivalent on one large site, and it doesn’t seem 36 

right that this should qualify as a small site.  However, she still endorses the project.  PC 37 

acknowledged that the location of the existing and proposed arrays are part of a larger 38 

subdivision project that was approved many years ago, in which these lots were planned and 39 

designated for solar development.  They are not in anyone’s view. The PC noted that the draft 40 

letter refers to a Hartland VT project rather than the Kierker site, and will need to be 41 

changed.  On a motion by Barb Saunders, seconded by Sarah Peluso- the PC moved to 42 
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endorse the two sites proposed for solar development in South Ridge as preferred sites, and 43 

recommends that the PC sign the letter of support.  Motion carries- 4-yes and 0-no 44 

 45 

5. Rail Platform project:   46 

Jen acknowledged that this project this will likely be an on-going agenda item until a site is 47 

chosen. Project schedule has been extended to October 2018.  Jen explained the process to 48 

date. VHB was chosen to lead the project.  The Consultant’s lead is Dave Saladino and the 49 

team has a great deal of experience with all aspects of the railroad project. The Planning 50 

Commission will serve as the steering committee, and will include Josh Donabedian from 51 

ACRPC.   52 

 53 

Jen described the process and proposed timeline. The first public meeting will be scheduled 54 

for mid-June. PC meetings are open to all public but Jen proposes using PC/steering 55 

committee meetings to do pre-planning for public meetings, and hopes that public comment 56 

on the rail platform can be directed to those public meetings.  This will allow for engagement 57 

of the whole audience at the public meetings. Jen will facilitate Steering Committee 58 

discussions/sessions.  Jen asked the PC to start thinking about who the Steering Committee 59 

needs to reach out to, how we publicize, and what kind of input we are looking for? PC 60 

mentioned Front Porch Forum, print and radio media, posters and via College e-mail.  61 

 62 

Barbara suggested checking with other rail platform/stations hosting communities. The PC 63 

observed that perhaps not all communities need to be associated with a commuter lot.  Jen 64 

asked the PC to start thinking about questions such as- what is the downtown area, what 65 

does connectivity mean, and what type of use are we designing for.  On May 3rd, the 66 

consultant will be present to help the PC plan for their first public meeting.  67 

 68 

6. Rte. 7 South Corridor Planning- no action 69 

 70 

7. Other Business: 71 

 72 

Next meeting- May 3, 2018   73 

 74 

8. Adjournment:  Adjourn at 1:30 PM, meeting concluded. 75 

 76 

Submitted by:  Dave Wetmore 77 


